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Abstract

The aims of this study are to investigate the trend and development of research topics
and to understand how design researchers use and quote literature in the Journal of Design
(ISSN 1606-8327). A total of 2696 citations within the 137 articles published between 1996
and 2004 were analyzed with content analysis and citation analysis methods.

Results on the trend of research topics show that the “Design Project” is one the most
popular subjects in the Journal of Design. In terms of the number of publications,
researchers from National Taiwan University of Science and Technology are ranked as the
No.1. Besides, the majority of published work is based on quantitative research, particularly
using several quantitative research methods in one work.

Results on the characteristics of citations show that the average number of citationsis
19.68 per paper. Among them, the papers published between 1991 and 1995 are cited mostly.
In addition, written languages of the most cited literatures are both in Traditional Chinese
and English, Among which, Industrial Design and Design Management Review (formerly
the Design Management Journal, ISSN 1045-7194) are two of the most often quoted
journals. Teng, Cheng-Lein’s works are cited most frequently in domestics while Cooper, R.
and Press, M. are two of the most cited foreign authors. Most cited papers, in genera, are
published within three years. Most references cited came from books. “Engineering &
Technology” is one of the most referenced academic areas.

Keywords: Design Research, Content Analysis, Citation Analysis, Bibliometrics
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