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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the influences of ancestor worshiping culture on the
interior and furniture arrangements and on civilian houses in Kinmen. The methods adopted
include document analysis, ethnographic research, and grounded theory. In the ethnography
research, a field survey was conducted, covering 12 traditional and western-style civilian houses,
35 pieces of furniture, as well as interviews of 4 local craftsmen and residents. In addition, a
qualitative research based on grounded theory was conducted. The conclusions revealed that the
culture of ancestors worshiping influences the interior arrangements in Kinmen Civilian Houses.
The influence factors include “the habit from Hokkien (South Fujian)” and “the overseas
Chinese”. The hall space and worship must be in existence and western decorative pediments in
western-style civilian houses are written in their family name, respectively. For a house with
double storey, the residents arranged the hall at the top floor. Even if they converted to other
religions, they still reserved the hall space and furniture of worship. Ancestors worshiping
influences the arrangements and form in Kinmen Civilian Houses. In Hokkien culture: beside the
basic function of furniture, the dimension of special and different furniture reflected the social
statuses and wealth. A long bench has an important function which offers to ancestor for
enjoying the sacrificial offering. In “the overseas Chinese” description of mind: for one who
became wealthy, the furniture tends to show the wealth and social position as well as the
patriotism.

Keywords: Ancestors Worshiping in Civilian Houses in Kinmen, Civilian Hall, Furniture in
Civilian Hall.



