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The Presence of Ancient Greekness
In Modern Taiwan?
Deciphering the Prevalence of Typified Local

Government Architectural Designs in the 1970s

Meng Chi Hsueh

Department of Architecture, Tunghai University
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Abstract

Lesser-known ordinary architecture without conspicuous designs has not attracted the
academic’s attention yet until very recently. The author finds the emergence of a great many
local government buildings with similar architectural appearances in 1970s Taiwan an intriguing
phenomenon worthy of exploration. This article takes them as an embodied signifier of social
change and explores the symbolic meanings they were meant to convey through utilizing specific
architectural features. For systematically analyzing such a large number of examples, this
research adopts typological methodology and grounded theory. Totally 1009 out of 2116 local
government building examples are chosen for categorizing and encoding. Among all the
examples, two architectural features namely “horizontal overhang” and “giant order” are
identified as the most common and noticeable characteristics. These very same features also
characterized other well-known projects designed by reputable national and international
architects a little earlier. Modern designs that paid honor to ancient Greek architectural classics
could be the source of inspiration for these typified local government buildings in 1970s Taiwan.
This article concludes by historically contextualizing this prevalent phenomenon in the global
development of Postwar modern architecture and points out these typified local government
buildings should be understood as the imaged vehicle for particular ideology.

Keywords: Postwar Modern Architectural History in Taiwan, Ancient Greek Architecture,
Ordinary Architecture, Local Government Buildings, Typology, U.S. Aid.,
Imaged Ideology.



