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Abstract

With the growing senior population, designers are faced with the increase in demand for
products designed specially to cater the needs of the aged. However, related studies on product
design for the elderly for reference by product designers have been scarce. The main objectives of this
study are: 1) to review the research related to product design for elderly people, and 2) to explore the
feasible approaches to product design for the aged. This study focuses on discussing the following
aspects: 1) the increase in demand for products catered for the elderly as a result of the growing senior
population, 2) the development and application of design concepts, such as universal design and
gerontechnology, and international design standards, 3) product designs that cater for the physical and
psychological needs of the aged, and 4) the methodology and current trend in product design for the
elderly. Results of this study reveal that feasible approaches to product design for the elderly
include researching on the needs of the senior population, applying the gerontechnology design
concepts, understanding aged-related decline in physical function, and providing education and
training to the elderly on how to use new products.
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