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Abstract

In recent years, the rapid development of file-sharing technique has greatly changed the
consumption style of digital multimedia products. Under this trend, Internet users, especially the
young generation, has become the main-stream consumers of these products. The consumption style
of digital multimedia products has also undergone radical changes, while websites offering music or
other audio-visual information have gained wide popularity. In modern society with great emphasis
on speed and efficiency, the success of a website depends largely on whether its style and design
elements can draw instant attention and encourage browsers to stay.

In this study, semantic differential (SD) experiment and cluster analysis were conducted on
music websites and image descriptions. The 17 representative music websites and 9 image
descriptions thus obtained were further analyzed by Q-type I analysis, principal component analysis,
and hierarchical cluster analysis to explore the features of leading music websites and their market
positioning patterns. Our results reveal the following. (1) Presentation style of music websites is
influenced by both structural and evaluative factors. Consumers tend to prefer music websites with

29 ¢

homepages featuring “lively,” “fashionable,” “brilliant,” “delicate,” “creative,” and “splendid” images.
Such music websites share a common characteristic of having animation, video images, or music
shown on their homepage, indicating that audio and visual display is an important index of user
preferences. (2) Websites with attractive layout and bright color design are also more preferred. (3)
Leading music websites feature multiple window design, audio-visual display windows, and a wide
variety of menus. The above-mentioned features enable a music website to gain competitive edge in

the market.

Keywords: Morphological analysis, Website style, Semantic differential method (SD), Market
positioning
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