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Abstract

Barrier-Free Environment is the realization of humane space, mainly to ensure human
being the right of movement. This paper chose America and Japan as study objects, which
were considered with definite differences in basic concept and realization method of barrier
free environment.

Firstly, it analyzes the transformations and development process of barrier-free
environment. Then, it compares the differences in basic concept, the definition of design
regulation, enforcement method, and the restriction power between two countries. Finally, it
concludes some topics for our country to promote barrier free design and universal design in
the future. It gets some suggestions:

1) In Taiwan the power of local government in administration system is not as high as
America’, and citizens do not obey law as Japan’. Government should integrate the merits
of two countries into enforce design regulation with law restriction, and establish some
inducement policy to fulfill the realization of universal living environment.

2) Government should do some education promotion about barrier free design, and integrate
the fields of law institution, academic research, education system and design, let
enterprises, government and academic collaborate, to enlarge the concept of barrier free
design to universal design.

3) Learning to ensure basic human rights from America, and enlarging the sphere of barrier
free environment to welfare and health level from Japan, break through traditional concept
structure of barrier free environment, to integrate the concept of universal design into
community development process, and apply it into the sectors of product development,
information system and services.

Keywords: Barrier-free, Universal Design, Handicapped, America, Japan






