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The Yuwei(fE)Found in the Song Dynasty’s
woodblock-printing( ki E1 ) Books

Chii-Shyong Tzeng"  Chang-Ching Lin”

x Department of Visual Communication, National Yunlin University of Science and Technology

x*x Department of Visual Communication, Ling Tung College

(Date Received : April 16,2001 ; Date Accepted : March 18,2002 )

Abstract

The research is to study the 172 woodblock-printing books in Song Dynasty , which are
collected by the National Library ,and find out the varieties and meanings of Yuwei.

Finding : (1) Most of the Yuwei were used in Banshin (45-=). (2): It was used for
decoration and emphasizing. For example: to indicate the subtitle; to indicate the chapter
number; to indicate the beginning of next paragraph (section); and/or to decorate the Paigi
(ﬁﬁlr—%l) °

There is only one type of Banshin shown within one book. However, different books
have different types of Banshin. Among them, 0-3 types were mostly found. Usually, the
Yuwei was placed with its two points facing down the page. Only if two Yuweis were used
together, the one at the bottom would be located with the points in the opposite direction. To
decorate the Paigi page, the Yuweis were used only on top and bottom of the pages, and were
never used at right or left side of the pages. It is also found that there are various editing
styles shown in the books of Song Dynasty.

Key Words : Chinese Ancient books, Shuko(Z![ ), Woodblock Printing, Yuwei.
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