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Abstract

From the 1980s, China’s economic reform went hand in hand with the growing tourism
industry and urban development. After the economic growth as a whole, people in China paid
more and more attention to the protection and preservation of cultural heritage. Meanwhile, to
protect historic cities in modern China also implies to make cities more beautiful and convenient
for people to live in. Thus, while these historic cities are eager to demonstrate their cultural
significance to earn their cultural hegemony and identities, they also become more  “modern”
cities.

In this essay, a case study on the Tang Paradise, a theme park designed by Architect Zhang,
Jingiu in Xian City demonstrates how Chinese people took advantage of its historic and cultural
resource. By manipulating the sign of Tang Dynasty as the strategies for cultural tourism
industries in the context of globalization, Xian City earned its economic growth and cultural
hegemony in the same time.

Keywords: Xi-An, Cultural Tourism, Cultural Heritage, Cultural Hegemony, Tang Paradise.



